
3rd Runway 
at Heathrow

Increase from 
473,000 fl ights 
to over 700,000 
per year 

 That’s 500 extra 
fl ights a day 

 Noise levels 
back to 
Concorde levels 

 Heathrow 
already 
contributes 14m 
tonnes of CO2 

 ½ million 
Londoners 
already exposed 
to noise levels 
above WHO 
guidelines 

 Aviation is a 
net loss to the 
UK tourism 
economy 

 Air travel is 
fastest growing 
source of CO2 
emissions 

 Local legally-
binding EU 
air quality 
standards 
are already 
breached 

 Green Party 
is adamantly 
opposed to 
Heathrow 
expansion
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Enfi eld, where’s my trees?
Enfi eld, a borough once known for leafy sub-

urbs, is becoming less leafy. Take the report by 

the GLA Environment Committee, chaired by 

green Darren Johnson, which came out in May. 

It says that there are currently 20,000 street 

trees for which Enfi eld Council is responsible. 

However 1,950 have been removed over the 

past fi ve years and only 661 trees have been 

planted over that same time period. A net loss 

You couldn’t make it up

of 1,289 trees, which equals to -6.45%.

The same report explains that of the 1,950 

removed trees, 50 of them (or 2.56%) were due 

to subsidence claims, and the other 1,900 were 

because of Health & Safety issues. 

The Council may have legitimate reasons to 

remove Enfi eld’s trees but they have no excuse 

for not replanting and keeping the borough 

leafy for future generations.

Prompting by Laura Davenport has exposed 

a major loophole in legislation intended to 

bring empty homes back into use. Spurred 

on by TfL’s track record of allowing houses to 

fall into disrepair, and then bulldoze them, 

contributing signifi cantly to the run down 

appearance of the whole area, she contacted 

the Government Offi ce for London to make a 

formal legal challenge specifi cally covering 14 

empty, bricked up homes east of Green Lanes. 

Her challenge, known as a ‘PROD’, received 

widespread publicity at a time when there are 

5,000 people waiting for council housing in 

Enfi eld, and many more who can’t afford to 

buy or rent.

Amazingly, it transpires that TfL were missed 

out when the law was passed, apparently 

due to an oversight. Green London Assembly 

member Jenny Jones has taken up the issue, 

requesting Ken Livingstone to ensure that TfL 

are covered. 

Laura said, “This is just the start. There are 

still 113 TfL homes between Green Lanes and 

Chequers Way, many of which remain out of 

use and scandalously neglected.”

TfL continues to leave homes empty.
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 Bowes

 green news

Residents and businesses have vowed to fi ght 

on after Transport for London were given 

planning permission for the long awaited 

North Circular ‘Environment and Safety’ 

scheme. At the Planning Committee meeting 

in July, Labour and Conservative councillors 

ignored the protests of the local community 

and approved the widening, including:

 the demolition of houses

 the demolition of half the popular Ritz 

parade of businesses

 all at a cost of at least £44m

TfL’s plans are hardly changed from previous 

versions, offering improvements to traffi c 

thundering along the A406 at the expense of 

local residents, businesses, pedestrians and 

even cyclists.

A legal challenge is now being mounted 

supported by local traders in the Ritz parade 

and local community groups affected by 

the proposals. Behind the scenes, London 

Assembly green Jenny Jones is lobbying for a 

review of the proposals.

The Green Party’s Laura Davenport said: 

“Demolition for a wider A406 is totally the 

wrong solution to the problems of the area. 

Demolishing homes and businesses runs 

contrary to both London and Enfi eld policy.”

Speaking after the meeting, Laura said: “It’s 

very disappointing that elected councillors 

have been unable to stand up for local 

needs against the TfL juggernaut. Despite 
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this set back, we will continue to fi ght for 

improvements that make life better for 

everyone, not just for the through traffi c. I 

would like to thank the two councillors with 

the courage to vote against this ludicrous 

scheme, Henry Pipe (Conservative) and 

Chaudhury Anwar (Lab).”

“We will all have to work even harder as a 

community to get our voice heard. We will 

take our case to Ken and to ministers, and 

if needs be to the courts, to secure a fair 

hearing. Many people have concerns, and we 

need to turn those concerns into protests.”

Under TfL plans pedestrian crossings will get 
even longer.


